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ATTY. DOCKET: CREATK/101/US 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re patent application of first named inventor: Albert C. West 
Application No.: 10/611,581 Examiner: unk. 

Filing Date: June 30, 2003 Group No.: unk. 

For: Artificial Stone Material And Method Of Manufacture Thereof 



Mail Stop Petition, 
Commissioner for Patents, 
P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

PETITION TO CORRECT CORRESPONDENCE FILING DATE FOR 
"DATE-IN" INCORRECTLY ENTERED OR OMITTED ON EXPRESS MAIL LABEL, 

37 C.F.R. §1.1 0(d) 

This is a petition to accord United States Patent Application No. 10/611,581 (the 
correspondence) a filing date of 06/30/2003, which is the date the correspondence was 
deposited with the U.S.P.S. with proper postage. 

Facts 

The following facts relate to the present petition to accord the correspondence a 
filing date of 06/30/2003: 

• United States Application No. 10/611,581 was labeled as Express Mail Post Office 
To Addressee Service with Express Mail Label No. EV 283595274 US. 

• United States Application No. 10/611,581 was deposited at 3:35 PM on 06/30/2003 
in the USPS Express Mailbox located at 750 Main Street, Hartford, CT 06103. 

• At 3:50 PM on 06/30/2003 a written and executed record was made reciting that 
United States Application No. 10/611,581 was deposited at 3:35 PM on 06/30/2003 
in the USPS Express Mailbox located at 750 Main Street, Hartford, CT 06103. 

• A filing receipt, mailed September 26, 2003, was received which accorded a filing 
date of July 1 , 2003 to United States Application No. 10/61 1 ,581 . See Exhibit A. 



Points of Regulation 

37 C.F.R. §1. 10(d)(3) [61 FR 56447, Nov. 1 1996 as amended at 62 FR 53181, Oct. 10, 
1997; 67 FR 36101, May 23, 2002] states that: 

Any person filing correspondence under this section that was received by the 
Office and delivered by the "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service of 
the USPS, who can show that the "date-in" on the "Express Mail" mailing label or 
other official notation entered by the USPS was incorrectly entered or omitted by 
the USPS, may petition the Commissioner to accord the correspondence a filing 
date as of the date the correspondence is shown to have been deposited with the 
USPS, provided that: 

(1) The petition is filed promptly after the person becomes aware that the 
Office has accorded, or will accord, a filing date based upon an incorrect 
entry by the USPS; 

(2) The number of the "Express Mail" mailing label was placed on the 
paper(s) or fee(s) that constitute the correspondence prior to the original 
mailing by "Express Mail; and 

(3) The petition includes a showing which establishes, to the satisfaction of 
the Commissioner, that the requested filing date was the date the 
correspondence was deposited in the "Express Mail Post Office to 
Addressee" service prior to the last scheduled pickup for that day. Any 
showing pursuant to this paragraph must be corroborated by evidence 
from the USPS or that came into being after deposit and within one 
business day of the deposit of the correspondence in the "Express Mail 
Post Office to Addressee" service of the USPS. 



Basis For Request To Correct Correspondence Filing Date 

The discrepancy in the filing date of application no. 10/611,581 was discovered 
upon receipt of the Filing Receipt mailed from the USPTO on September 26, 2003 and 
this petition is being filed promptly thereafter. 

Applicant encloses true copies of the following documents: 

1. A true copy of the first page of the Application Transmittal Letter. This copy 
shows the mailing date of June 30, 2003 and the Express Mail Label No. EV 
283595274 US placed on this document prior to mailing. See Exhibit B. 

2. A true copy of the specification first page for application no. 10/61 1 ,581 showing 
Express Mail Label No. EV 283595274 US in the lower left corner. See Exhibit 
C. 



t 



3. A true copy of one page from the firm Express Mail Log. The relevant entry 
within this page came into being within one business day of the deposit of the 
correspondence bearing Express Mail Label No. EV 283595274 US in the stand 
box located at 750 Main Street at 3:35 PM on June 30, 2003 as "Express Mail 
Post Office to Addressee" service of the USPS. See Exhibit D. 

4. A true copy of a photograph showing the label attached to the Express Mail stand 
box at 750 Main Street into which the subject correspondence was mailed. 
Arrows have been added to indicate the last scheduled pick up time (4:00 PM), 
the stand box location (750 MAIN) and the date the label was printed (04/04/03). 
See Exhibit E. 

5. A true copy of the U.S. Postal Service Collection Management System Scanner 
History Detail Report showing that the Express Mail Box at 750 Main Street, 
Hartford, CT has a scheduled pick up time of 4:00 PM and further showing that 
the actual last pick up time on 06/30/2003 was at 5:12 PM. See Exhibit F. 

The facts and evidence establish that U.S. Application No. 10/611,581 was 
labeled as Express Mail Post Office to Addressee service with Express Mail Label No. 
EV 283595274 US prior to mailing and deposited into the United States Postal Service 
Express Mail stand box located at 750 Main Street, Hartford, CT 06103 on June 30, 
2003 prior to the 4:00 PM indicated collection time and also prior to the 5:12 PM actual 
collection time. 



Applicant petitions the United States Patent and Trademark Office to 
assign a filing date of 06/30/2003 to United States Patent Application No. 
10/611,581. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Albert C. West 



Date: Idl/^lOO? 
750 Main Street - Suite 1400 
Hartford, CT 06103 
(860) 527-921 1 
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>Alix, Yale & Ristas, LLP 
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Atty. Docket: CREATK/101/US 



In re patent application of first named inventor: Albert C. West 
Application No.: 10/611,581 Examiner: unk. 

Filing Date: July 1 , 2003 Group Art Unit: unk. 

For: Artificial Stone Material And Method Of Manufacture Thereof 

TRANSMITTAL LETTER 

Enclosed herewith is (are): 

• Petition To Correct Correspondence Filing Date For "Date-In" Incorrectly Entered or 
Omitted On Express Mail Label 37 C.F.R. §1.1 0(d). 

• Copy of U.S. Patent and Trademark Office "Filing Receipt" for the above-identified 
application (2 pages). 

• Copy of Application Transmittal Letter filed with the above referenced application. 

• Copy of specification first page for application no. 10/611,581 showing Express Mail 
Label No. EV 283595274 US in the lower left corner. 

• Copy of page from firm Express Mail Log. 

• Copy of picture of the Express Mail "Collection Times" label as posted on the Express 
Mail drop box located at 750 Main Street. 

• Copy of "U.S. Postal Service, Collection Management System, Scanner History Detail 
Report" (2 pages). 

• return receipt postcard. 

It is hereby petitioned that any required extension of time be granted for filing the enclosed 
papers. An extension of 0 month(s) having a fee of $0 appears required. 

The Commissioner is hereby requested and authorized to charge Deposit Account 16-2563 of 
Alix, Yale & Ristas, LLP for any required extension fee and for any other fee, not enclosed 
herewith, due for any reason during the pendency of this application or in connection with the 
accompanying document, including (a) any filing fees under 37 CFR 1 .16 for the presentation 
of extra claims and (b) any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR 1.17. A 
duplicate copy of this letter is enclosed. 

Date: 16 fir) O 3 
Alix, Yale & Ristas, LLP 
750 Main Street- Suite 1400 
Hartford, CT 06103-2721 
(860) 527-9211 

The above signatory certifies that this correspondence is being deposited on the date given above with 
the United States Postal Service as First Class Mail in an envelope addressed to "Mail Stop Petition, 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450". 

\\Patlaw5\C-PATLAW5\1wpdocs\Jep\creatk\CREATK.101.US TRANS LTR 09-11-03.doc 




By: 

Jana€s E. Piotrowski 
Registration No. 43,860 
Attorney for Applicant 
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Attorney Docket No. CREATK/101/US 



MAIL°SY6f PATENT APPLICATION 
Commissioner For Patents 
P.O. BOX 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Transmitted herewith for filing is the Utility □ Design patent application of: 
Inventors: ALBERT C. WEST 



For: 



Enclosed are: 



ARTIFICIAL STONE MATERIAL AND METHOD OF 
MANUFACTURE THEREOF 



□ 

□ 
□ 
El 
□ 
□ 



Sheets Of Specification 
Sheet(s) Containing 



□ Formal □ Informal 



18 
0 

A Return Receipt Postcard. 
An Assignment Of The Invention (Signed/Unsigned) 
A Certified Copy Of A Priority Document, Application No. 
An Inventor's Declaration (Signed) 
An Original Verified Statement 

A Preliminary Amendment. ,u W «wr>w* 
A Request For Non-Publication Of Application - Under 35 U.S.C. § 122(b)(2)(B)(i) 

is attached. 



previously examined 



□ If checked, this application is a: 

□ Continuation 

□ Continuation-ln-Part 

□ Divisional 

Application of prior United States Patent Application Number 
by Examiner)' in Group/Art Unit . 

For Continuation or Divisional Applications: The entire disclosure of the prior application, from which 
an oath or declaration is supplied, is considered a part of the disclosure of the accompanying 
continuation or divisional application and is hereby incorporated by reference. The incorporation can 
only be relied upon when a portion has been inadvertently omitted from the submitted application 
parts. 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the United States Postal Service 
-Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" Service under 37 CFR 1.10 on June 30 2003 , and is 
addressed to the "Mail Stop Patent Application, Commission^ For Patents! P. O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450". v y , 
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^ MANUFACTURE THEREOF 



^ ARTIFICIAL STONE MATERIAL AND METHOD OF 



Field of the Invention 

5 This invention relates generally to a manmade material having an improved 

stone like appearance and comprising polymers. The artificial stone material can have 
a density of less than 1 g/cc. 



Background of the Invention 

10 Stone is considered a very desirable building material for its aesthetics. 

However, despite the desirable appeal of natural stone its use is limited by certain of 
its properties. In particular, natural stones are very dense, hard and have high specific 
gravity. Thus, stone materials are difficult to fabricate, difficult to use other than by the 
traditional lay up methods and require substantial structures to support the weight of the 

1 5 stone fabrication. Some properties for natural stone materials are summarized in Table 
1 below: 





TABLE 1 




material 


specific gravity 


density (lb/ft 3 ) 


bluestone 


2.5-2.6 


159 


granite 


2.6-2.7 


165 


marble 


2.6-2.9 


170 


sandstone 


2.0-2.6 


143 


slate 


2.6-2.9 


172 


cement 1 


1.5-2.4 


100-144 



1 The specific gravity and density of cement materials will depend on the filler 
materials used. 

CO 

<r 20 In an effort to maintain the aesthetics appeal of natural stone products while 

£ overcoming some of their problems, various polymer-based solid surface materials 

5 have been produced. One example of such solid surface material is CORIAN, available 

> from DuPont de NEMOURS and Company. These solid surface materials are easier 

to fabricate than natural stone products. Unfortunately, solid surface materials are 
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